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Today’s Questions:

• How have standards in adult education changed?

• How can we rise to these higher expectations in 

our general English language classes?



How have the 

standards 

changed?



WIOA: Redefining Adult Education

○ Priority on workforce, civics, and 

academic readiness

○ Integration of employability skills, 

academic language, civics with 

basic language skills

○ Integration of technology in 

instruction (technology is no longer 

optional)
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Today’s Standards

• CCRS – Academic skills needed 

for career and academic success

• ELPS - Language needed so 

students can reach the  CCRS

• IEL-Civics - Contextualized 

English language and Civics 

instruction

• WIOA Goals



Instructional Rigor

Credit: Patsy Egan, 

ATLAS, Hamline University

Academic Language: Language of 

access to more formal interactions 

(spoken and written) at school, work, 

and community. It works at the 

discourse level (recognizing text 

structure, transitions), sentence level 

(complex verb tenses, long noun 

phrases), and word level.

Language Strategies: 

Activities we employ to 

access and understand 

complex written and oral 

texts (i.e. re-reading, 

recalling, checking sources, 

searching for main ideas, 

etc.)

Critical Thinking: Evaluating information, 

problem-solving, analyzing relationships 

between ideas in order to make a decision 

or take action. 



How can we rise  

to these higher  

expectations 

in our English 

classes?



Establish 
high 
expectations

Support 
learning 
with 
scaffolding

Achieve 
higher 
outcomes



Establish concrete and measurable 

goals that students understand.

Future 1 - Unit 2 – p. 25 

Teach language strategies 

and academic skills



Instructional Design 

of Every Lesson

1. Start with what the student 

knows.

2. Introduce new information.

3. Provide multiple opportunities 

for varied practice.

4. Require students to synthesize 

and extend their learning. 
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Present new information

Provide varied practice that 

progresses in challenge.

Start with what the student knows.

Introduce new information

Require students to synthesize 

and extend their learning.

Future 1 - p. 26-7 



Higher Expectations from the Start:

1. Establish clear goals and measurable 

outcomes

2. Expose students to academic language

3. Use content that builds knowledge

4. Teach language and learning strategies

5. Intensify the reading and writing skill 

development throughout
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Integrated Scaffolding

1. Use a content-based cohesive curriculum to 

provide a stable context for lower level learners 

and facilitate recycling of learning.

2. Use meaningful content to tap adult learners’ 

motivation to learn

3. Use multiple-modalities to create memorable 

learning and support meaning

4. Support all activities with model language
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Use meaningful content.

Establish concrete and measurable goals.

Future 1 - p. 26-7 

2.  Present 

information in 

multiple 

formats.

Use multiple 

modalities to 

create 

memorable 

learning.

Support all 

activities with 

model language.  

Expose students to 

academic language.

Teach language and 

learning strategies.

Increase frequency of 

writing outcomes.

Provide opportunities for 

student-self assessment.

From the start have students 

practice  presenting 

information to the class in a 

more formal way. 
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Start with what the student knows.

Introduce new information

Provide varied practice that 

progresses in challenge.

Require students to synthesize 

and extend their learning.

Future 1 p. 40-41



Build from what the 

student knows.

Use multiple 

modalities.

Provide model 

language.

Expose students to 

academic language and 

language strategies.

Future 1 p. 40-41

Challenge students to use their 

use critical thinking skills.

Provide visual cues to 

guide students in multi-step 

tasks. 

Establish concrete and measurable goals.

Establish concrete and measurable goals.

Always get  

students to 

demonstrate their 

learning



Future 1 p. 38-39

Start with what the student knows.

Introduce new information

Provide varied practice that 

progresses in challenge.

Require students to synthesize 

and extend their learning



Unit 2, Lesson 7, Page 38 

Copyright © 2019 by Pearson Education, Inc. Photocopying for classroom use is permitted. 

Anticipation Guide  

 

Step 1: Read each sentence. Guess. Is it true or false? 

Check ( ) your answer in the left columns. 

Step 2: Read the article about healthcare jobs in the U.S. on page 38. 

Step 3: Read each sentence again. Is it true or false? 

Check ( ) your answer in the right columns. 

 

Before Reading 
What do you know? 

After Reading 

True False True False 

  
1. Nurse and CNA are two names for the same 

job. 
  

  
2. Nurses, CNAs, and orderlies only work in 

hospitals. 
  

  
3. The U.S. has more nurses than CNAs or 

orderlies. 
  

  
4. The business of healthcare in the U.S. is 

growing. 
  

 

 

Use multiple modalities 

to support meaning.

Use meaningful content.

Further online 

resources provide 

additional scaffolding. 

For example, this 

Anticipation Guide.

Future 1 p. 38-39
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Expose students to complex text.

Teach language and learning strategies.

Future 1 p. 38-39



Future 1 p. 38-39

Use the same approach and 

skill development throughout 

the series to grow students 

reading skills.

Use the same approach and 

skill development throughout 

the series to grow students 

reading skills.

Require students to go back 

to the text to find information 

and support their answers.

Challenge students to use 

critical thinking and close 

reading skills.
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Use complex text. 

Expose student to academic 

terms.

Future 1 p. 38-39
Develop skills in interpreting data.



Challenge students to synthesize 

and extend their learning.

Provide model language.

Future 1 p. 38-39

Rigorous writing strand from the start.

Students discuss their ideas 

before they write to scaffold 

the writing process..



Expose students to writing 

process from the start.

Model 

language.

Students 

discuss their 

ideas before 

they write to 

scaffold the 

writing 

process.

Future 1 p. 43

Model 

language.

Clear 

expectations 

for writing 

outcome.

Questions point 

students to the 

structure and 

organization of the 

model. 

Level 

appropriate 

mechanics 

are taught..



Future Level 1
1. Be friendly

2. Be a good listener

3. Be flexible

4. Separate work and 

home life

5. Find information

6. Be a team player

7. Take action

8. Be ready to learn 

new skills

9. Be reliable

10.Respond well to 

feedback

What are Soft Skills?

Employability Skills Framework

https://cte.ed.gov/initiatives/employability

-skills-framework

https://cte.ed.gov/initiatives/employability-skills-framework


An example to 

help students 

understand the 

soft skill.

Link English 

communication 

to workplace 

skills and 

culture.

Problem and 

solution 

approach 

engages 

students’ 

critical thinking 

skils
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Future 2e: English for Work, Life, and 

Academic Success

Level 5 

coming in 

2020



NRS Level Descriptors
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Thank you!
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